The Methodist Churoﬁ

The Revd Sonia Hicks and Mrs Barbara Easton

President and Vice President of the Conference
E-mail: panvp@methodistchurch.org.uk

Methodist Church House
25 Marylebone Road
London NW1 5JR

+44 (0) 20 7486 5502 (enquiries)
enquiries@methodistchurch.org.uk
www.methodist.org.uk

registered charity no 1132208

1 July 2021
Dear Friends

We wished to take this opportunity to write to you after the Conference voted on the
resolutions contained in the marriage and relationships report.

We very much appreciate that these decisions will stir up many different emotions for our
siblings across the Connexion. There will be some who will be deeply hurt and others who
will rejoice by what has been decided.

Our Presidential theme this year is God’s Table: An Invitation for All, and God’s invitation is
for every single one of us. The Methodist Church has held tension for many years and as a
Church and a family, we must do all we can to live with contradictory convictions.

This work was first reflected on back in 1992 and we have been on this journey together
since that point. During the past years we have continued to listen to and to pray for each
other and remaining true to what God is saying to us. We must remember in all this, to
continue to hold each other in prayer, and to support each other as we find a way forward,
respecting our differences.

It is perhaps helpful to remember that there are other issues, some of them discussed at
the Conference, on which we hold differing and sometimes strong opinions. We live with
them and we do not allow them to impair our communion with each other. We respect
each other’s consciences, we exercise judgment in when to speak and when to be silent,
and we hold one another in prayer. We do all this not for our own sake but for the sake of
Christ and the sake of the world which urgently needs to know the power of Christ’s
reconciling love.

Our prayer for you, beloved siblings, is that in joy or sorrow, in pain or excitement, we might
continue to live within that reconciling love.
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